[image: image1.jpg]Working for the UK higher education sector

Chief Executive
Baroness Warwick

Europe Unit
Universities UK
Woburn

i

Tel +44 (0)20 7 et
Fax +44 (0 9
Email info@Uni u R e hefCW I

P —— S;@P
e LA

Scottish higher education

funding council

Universities Uk

10011





[image: image2.jpg]europe
unit






E/05/06

UK

Suggested distribution

Heads of Institutions; International Officers; European Officers; Senior staff with responsibility for European issues

Action

For information

Executive Summary

EUA Glasgow Convention and Declaration

Attachment(s)

E/05/06(a)

Enquiries


Richard Ellis
Tel 


020 7419 5421
Fax 


020 7383 5766
Email 
richard.ellis
@UniversitiesUK.ac.uk

Keywords

EUA Glasgow

European Research Council

Europe note

19 May 2005
 European Universities Association Glasgow Convention

Introduction

1. The 3rd EUA convention of higher education institutions took place in Glasgow on 31 March-2 April. The EUA has recently published its Glasgow Declaration, formalising the outcomes of discussions at the convention and following approval by the EUA Council on 18 April. The Declaration will be transmitted to the Bergen Ministerial Summit on the Bologna Process on 19-20 May and it can be found at: http://www.eua.be/eua/jsp/en/upload/Glasgow_Declaration.1114612714258.pdf 

The Glasgow Declaration

2. The Glasgow Convention was an opportunity to take stock of the progress of the Bologna Process midway to the 2010 deadline, and discussions on this topic were reflected in the Declaration. It pledges support for the principles of the Bologna Process and urges Governments to give universities the autonomy they need to successfully apply the reforms. The Declaration calls for higher priority to be given to the social dimension in the Bologna Process and for more incentives to be provided for the mobility of students and staff, while the European dimension can be encouraged by urging governments to remove the barriers to joint degrees.

3. The Glasgow Declaration – ‘Strong universities for a strong Europe’ - provides the basis for a high-level policy dialogue to make the future of Europe’s universities a top priority. It identifies the university missions and values necessary for the creation of a strong higher education sector including: the creation and transfer of knowledge; diversification and greater competition; cooperation and a shared commitment to quality, and; institutional autonomy.
4. The President of the European Commission, José Manuel Barroso, closed the conference with a speech pledging the Commission’s full support for the Bologna Process and the creation of the European Higher Education Area. He also referred to the newly proposed idea of a European Institute of Technology.
5. The Declaration refers to the linkage between the Bologna Process and the goals of the EU’s Lisbon Strategy for competitiveness. Recognition of this common agenda between research and innovation and higher education is vital to the success of the European knowledge society.

6. On research and innovation, the Declaration welcomes the establishment of the European Research Council and seeks to ensure that doctoral training meets the needs of an employment market which is wider than academia. The Declaration also calls for doctoral level studies to be between three and four years in duration. In addition, universities valued the adoption of the European Charter for Researchers. 

7. Development of an internal quality culture is seen as vital to the establishment of strong higher education institutions while European governments are called upon to acknowledge that greater autonomy and adequate funding levels are key to raising the overall quality of Europe’s universities. The Declaration encourages institutions to continue to seek out diverse funding sources and combined public/private funding models. The EUA also supports the ENQA report for Bergen, including the standards and guidelines for quality assurance, the establishment of a European register of quality assurance agencies and the European Register Committee.
8. The Glasgow Declaration concludes by calling on governments to view higher education and research budgets as an investment in the future while embracing the debate on universities in the Europe of knowledge initiated by the European Commission. 

UK participants

9. Fifty-five UK participants attended in all, and the Vice Chancellors present included: Professor Ivor Crewe, UUK President and Vice Chancellor of the University of Essex; Professor Drummond Bone, Vice Chancellor of the University of Liverpool; Professor Roderick Floud, President of London Metropolitan University; and, Professor John Archer, Principal of Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh. Kim Howells, Minister for Higher Education, spoke at the convention and encouraged universities to make the most of the opportunities for collaboration that the Bologna Process offers and highlighted the importance of lifelong learning in an environment of rapid technological change and insecure employment prospects.

10. European Commissioner for Education and Culture, Jan Figel’s speech focussed on quality assurance, the proposed European Qualifications Framework and the potential introduction of a ‘European Doctorate Label’. He outlined plans for two forthcoming Commission Consultation documents which are to be published after the Bergen Ministerial Summit but before the summer. One will concern the ‘European Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning’ and the other will focus on ‘Credits for Lifelong Learning’, building on the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) and the preparatory work on credits in Vocational Education and Training (ECVET). The Commission published a communication entitled ‘Mobilising the brainpower of Europe: enabling universities to make their full contribution to the Lisbon Strategy’ shortly after the Glasgow convention in April.

Election of the new EUA President and Board

11. The new President and Board of the EUA were elected during the EUA General Assembly, and Professor Roderick Floud, President of London Metropolitan University, was selected as a Vice President of the Board. The new President is Professor Georg Winckler of the University of Vienna and the remaining board members are: Professor Jaak Aaviksoo, Rector, University of Tartu; Professor Peter Gaehtgens, former Rector, Freie Universität Berlin; Professor Pierre de Maret, Rector, Université Libre de Bruxelles; Professor Jean-Marc Rapp, Rector, Université de Lausanne; Professor Gülsün Sağlamer, former Rector, Istanbul Technical University; Professor Christina Ullenius, Rector, Karlstad University, Sweden; Professor Frans van Vught, President and former Rector, University of Twente. 

EUA nominations for the European Research Council

12. The European University Association has decided on its shortlist of nominees for the European Research Council Governing Board. The shortlist includes nominations from the British research community and it has now been forwarded to the European Commission. 
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