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Executive Summary

This E-Note summarises the main results of the UK HE Europe Unit survey on European HE developments.
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Results of the UK HE Europe Unit survey on UK HEIs’ engagement in European HE developments

Introduction
1. This Europe Note reports on the outcomes of the UK HE Europe Unit’s survey of UK higher education institutions’ (HEIs) engagement in European HE policy. The Europe Unit is grateful to those institutions that responded to the survey. 

Survey objectives and content

2. The Europe Unit conducted the survey to address the lack of information available about UK HEIs’ engagement in European initiatives, in particular the Bologna Process. The survey results will inform the Europe Unit’s future activity and provide baseline information against which to assess increased UK HE participation in European policy and the impact of the Unit’s work.

3. A small pilot project was carried out in June 2005. The final survey questionnaire was sent to institutions in July 2005 and included questions on the following issues:

· Diploma Supplement;

· credit issues;

· Masters degrees, including integrated Masters programmes;

· recognition of full qualifications; and

· collaboration.

Key survey results

4. 159 HEIs received the survey and 85 responded, meaning a response rate of 53%. 66 HEIs in England or Northern Ireland responded, 12 from Scotland and seven from Wales. Three Standing Conference of Principals (SCOP) Members responded. 

5. The Unit has summarised key results below, in terms of both strong areas of engagement and issues where further progress is required.

Strong UK HEI engagement in EU/Bologna developments

· Nearly all respondents are aware of the Bologna Process requirement to issue the Diploma Supplement “automatically and free of charge to students graduating in 2005”.
· 73% of respondents currently produce transcripts of graduates that accord with the Minimum Data Set provided within the Progress File Guidelines – confirming that most of the information required by the Diploma Supplement is already acquired by HEIs.
· Nearly a third of respondents currently issue the Diploma Supplement to some students graduating from their institution; and almost half have plans to do so in the next couple of years. 

· Two thirds of respondents make some use of a credit system – indicating broad support for this key Bologna ‘mobility’ tool; and many have internal credit systems which are broadly compatible with ECTS. 

· 73% of respondents have the power to award joint degrees – indicating that only some HEIs have charters/statutes ruling out this form of collaborative provision.

· Respondents indicated that joint degrees awarded with an institution in another country are at master’s level and few recognition difficulties are reported – indicating widespread acceptance of UK’s one-year master’s qualification.

· The results of the survey suggest that master’s provision in respondent institutions is broad, for example including 9 month full-time equivalent, 14-15 month and 3 year reflective practice master’s programmes, demonstrating a range of delivery which goes beyond one-year programmes.

· Over half of respondents offering full-time integrated master’s programmes answered that industrial placements or teaching take place during summer vacations during such programmes – therefore bringing credit allocation for such qualifications in line with the Overarching Framework for Qualifications in the European Higher Education Area (EHEA)
.

· On average, respondents offering full-time integrated Masters programmes indicated that, 73% of the entire programme takes place at Bachelor level and 27% at Masters level again indicating that such programmes include 60 ECTS credits at the level of the 2nd cycle in line with the Bologna Process Framework for Qualifications of the (EHEA).
Areas where further HEIs action is required

· In concrete terms, only 1 in 3 respondents have met the 2005 Diploma Supplement deadline.

· 81% of respondents have encountered difficulties producing the Diploma Supplement.

· Concern expressed with regard to the future recognition of one-year master’s and integrated master’s. 12 respondents provided contact details and indicated a willingness to give further information about recognition difficulties they have encountered in future.

· Few respondents stated use of ECTS as a credit and accumulation system, as called for in the 2005 stocktaking report for the Bergen ministerial summit of the Bologna Process. 

Europe Unit follow-up activity

6. Following the results of the survey, the UK HE Europe Unit will carry out the following activity.

· Follow-up with those institutions that did not respond to the survey, in particular SCOP institutions.

· Further analysis of results to identify any patterns in mission groupings, European University Association membership or location.

· Follow-up with those institutions who provided contact details and indicated willingness to provide more detail on qualification recognition difficulties.

· Production of a dossier of UK recognition difficulties to inform UK government policy-making

· Work with professional and regulatory statutory bodies on the Bologna Process and integrated Masters degrees
, including a sector-wide round table meeting in Spring 2006.

· Work with the Burgess Steering Group on Measuring and Recording Student Achievement
 on issuing the Diploma Supplement and information management systems, in particular with a view to producing a guide to issuing the Diploma Supplement in Spring 2006.
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� At second cycle (Masters level) the Framework recommends typically 90-120 ECTS credits, “with a minimum of 60 credits at the level of the 2nd cycle”. The full text of the Framework can be found at: www.bologna-bergen2005.no/Docs/00-Main_doc/050218_QF_EHEA.pdf.





� The Europe Unit has already produced a Europe Note on the Bologna Process and integrated Masters degrees (E-12-05) and is considering further work on specific disciplines.


� The Burgess Steering Group was established to take forward the recommendations of the first report produced by what was called the Measuring and Recording Student Achievement Scoping Group, also chaired by Professor Robert Burgess, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Leicester. The Steering Group's main aim is to produce more detailed recommendations for consultation by December 2005, taking forward the proposals on Degree Classification, Credit and Value Added.
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