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Introduction

1. The Department of Trade and Industry has launched a consultation on a draft ‘National Strategic Reference Framework’ for future Structural Funds Programmes in the UK. The consultation ends on 22 May 2006, and can be found in full at: http://www.dti.gov.uk/europe/nsrf.html. 
2. The consultation invites responses on the following 14 questions:

Question 1: Do respondents agree with the assessment in the draft National Strategic Reference Framework of the economic strengths and weaknesses of the UK’s nations and regions? 

Question 2: Do respondents agree with the proposed priorities for future Convergence and Competitiveness Programmes in England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and Gibraltar? 

Question 3: Do respondents agree that the proposed priorities include a sufficient focus on the Lisbon Agenda? 

Question 4: Do respondents agree with the proposals in the National Strategic Reference Framework for ensuring consistency between Structural Funds Programmes and other EU policies and funding streams, in particular spending under the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the European Fisheries Fund? 
Question 5: Do respondents agree with the proposed architecture for future Programmes? 
Question 6: Do respondents agree that the UK’s Competitiveness allocation should be divided equally between the ERDF and the ESF at the UK level? 
Question 7: What are respondents’ views on how best to allocate ERDF Competitiveness funding across the UK’s regions? 
Question 8: What are respondents’ views on how best to allocate ESF Competitiveness funding across the UK’s ESF programmes? 
Question 9: Do respondents have views on how to improve coordination between Structural Funds and domestic spending within England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland? 
Question 10: Do respondents agree with the Government’s proposals to align ERDF spending with domestic programmes in England? What are respondents’ views on how best to achieve this? 
Question 11: Do respondents agree that ESF delivery arrangements should bring together ESF and domestic employment and skills funding in England to allow organisations to access a single funding stream? 
Question 12: Do respondents agree that greater use of single-stream funding mechanisms would be beneficial in Scotland? 
Question 13: Do respondents agree with the Welsh Assembly Government’s proposals to ensure greater alignment with domestic strategies for regional development in Wales and a stronger emphasis on larger, more strategic projects? 
Question 14: Do respondents have views on how to align domestic and Structural Funds expenditure and how to concentrate funding in Northern Ireland?
Purpose of the National Strategic Reference Framework 

3. The purpose of the National Framework is to establish the broad strategy for Structural Funds spending in the UK and to provide a reference framework for the development of future Structural Funds Programmes from 2007 to 2013.
4. The draft Framework includes an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the UK’s economy and the proposed priorities for future Structural Funds spending in the UK.

5. In addition to inviting comments on the draft National Framework, the Government is also seeking views on two related issues: the UK Government’s proposals for distributing its Structural Funds allocations under the new Competitiveness Objective; and administrative arrangements for delivering the Funds during the next budgetary cycle.

6. In the UK, all areas will be eligible for funds from the Competitiveness Objective except Cornwall and West Wales and the Valleys who receive funding from the ‘Convergence Objective’. In total the UK is expected to receive 6.2 billion euros in Competitiveness funding.  
UK HE response

7. As stated in Europe note E/06/01, the Higher Education European Social Fund Services Limited (HEESF) (www.heesf.ac.uk) - in collaboration with the UK HE Europe Unit - has prepare a draft response to the consultation which has been circulated to HEIs for comment prior to its submission to the DTI. The HEESF has recently written to UK HEIs setting out how the HE sector will respond to the consultation and summarising the National Strategic Reference Framework. This letter is included as an attachment to this paper. Any HEI responses to the consultation should be forwarded to the HEESF at esf@livjm.ac.uk, and copied to the Europe Unit at info@europeunit.ac.uk 
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