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Europe Note

14 August 2006
Continuation of tuition fee waiver for Erasmus participants

Introduction

1. Following the introduction of variable tuition fees in England in September 2006, it was unclear whether the Government would continue to fund a tuition fee waiver for students participating in the European Union’s Erasmus programme. This Europe Note reports on the Department for Education and Skills (DfES) decision to continue the waiver. 
Fee waiver

2. At present, a full tuition fee waiver is applicable to students participating in a full academic year abroad organised through the EU Socrates-Erasmus programme. The DfES has now reaffirmed its commitment to the fee waiver and confirmed to the UK Socrates-Erasmus Council (UKSEC) that the waiver will continue. The Higher Education Funding Councils for England, Scotland and Wales have agreed that they will continue to compensate institutions for the fee waiver. 

3. The waiver is applicable to UK students (subject to the UK student support regulations) who go on an Erasmus study period, but only for those on a full year placement. 

4. The Government's position on the tuition fee waiver will be reviewed if the current cap of £3000 on tuition fees is re-examined in the future.
5. UK SEC has urged institutions to publicise this information widely to ensure that students and staff are aware of this important concession. The waiver will support UK participation in the new EU mobility programme scheduled to begin in 2007 entitled the ‘Integrated Action Programme for Lifelong Learning’
.
Further information

6.   For further information, please contact UKSEC on tel: 01227 762712.
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� For more information visit: http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/newprog/index_en.html.
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