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The new EU integrated action programme in lifelong learning

Introduction 
1. The EU’s new Integrated Action Programme in Lifelong Learning comes into force on 1 January 2007 and runs until the end of 2013. The new proposal is built on experience gathered from the existing generation of programmes including Socrates (education) and Leonardo da Vinci (vocational training). The format of the new programme has been informed partly by a public consultation process in which all major stakeholders in the field of education and training had the opportunity to participate. The UK HE Europe Unit coordinated a sector response to this consultation, stating the UK HE position.

The new programme 

2. The aim of the new programme is to contribute through lifelong learning to the development of the European Union as an advanced knowledge society, with sustainable economic development, more and better jobs and greater social cohesion. It aims to foster interaction, cooperation and mobility between education and training systems within the European Union, so that they become a world quality reference. 

3. The new Integrated Action Programme in the field of lifelong learning comprises sectoral programmes on:

  - school education (Comenius) 

 - higher education (Erasmus)

 - vocational training (Leonardo da Vinci)

 - adult education (Grundtvig) 

It is completed by transversal measures (in policy development, language learning, information and communication technology and dissemination) and an additional Jean Monnet programme focusing on European integration. It will also incorporate Europass
 and the Erasmus Mundus
 programme from 2009 onwards. The distribution of activities between the four sectoral programmes differs from the current programmes and the most important change is that advanced vocational education transfers from Leonardo to Erasmus. The legislative procedure is near completion and the second reading of the proposal is scheduled to take place in the European Parliament on 14 November 2006.

The objectives of the Erasmus programme

4. The specific objectives of the Erasmus programme within the new integrated programme are: 

 - to increase the volume and improve the quality of student and teaching staff mobility throughout Europe, so as to contribute to the achievement by 2011 of at least 3 million individual participants in student mobility under Erasmus and its predecessor programmes.

 - to increase the volume and improve the quality of multilateral cooperation between higher education institutions in Europe

 - to increase the degree of convergence of higher education and advanced vocational education qualifications gained in Europe.

- to foster cooperation between higher education institutions and enterprises
5. The Erasmus programme supports the mobility of individuals between higher education institutions:  

 - mobility of students for studies or training abroad in higher education institutions, as well as placements in enterprises, training centres or other organisations

 - mobility of teaching staff in higher education institutions in order to teach or receive training in a partner institution abroad

 - mobility of other staff in higher education institutions and staff of enterprises for purposes of training or teaching

 - Erasmus intensive programmes organised on a multilateral basis
6. The final elements of the programme will be decided in the coming months in the European Parliament Committee meetings culminating in the second and final reading of the legislation in the European Parliament in November. 

Further information

7. The Erasmus programme in the UK is administered by the UK Socrates Erasmus Council: http://www.erasmus.ac.uk Further information about the new integrated programme in lifelong learning can be found on the European Commission’s webpage: http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/newprog/index_en.html. 
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� Europass is a single framework designed to make an individual’s skills and qualifications more transparent and comparable within Europe and to encourage and facilitate mobility. Europass comprises five documents: Europass CV; Europass Language Passport; Europass Diploma Supplement; Europass Certificate Supplement; Europass Mobility.


� The Erasmus Mundus programme is a co-operation and mobility programme in the field of higher education which promotes the European Union as a centre of excellence in learning around the world. It supports European top-quality Masters Courses and enhances the visibility and attractiveness of European higher education in third countries. It also provides EU-funded scholarships for third country nationals participating in these Masters Courses, as well as scholarships for EU-nationals studying in third countries.
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